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SMALL BUSINESS CENTRE NETWORK - ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
Statement by Minister for Small Business 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen - Minister for Small Business) [2.34 pm]:  Yesterday I attended the annual 
conference of the small business centre network.  This conference brought home to me how fortunate we are in 
this state to have such a vibrant small business sector, and how many dedicated people we have working behind 
the scenes supporting the growth and success of this sector.  There are 26 small business centres throughout 
Western Australia, 19 of which are in regional areas.  The centres are funded by the government with support 
from local councils and the community.  At the conference, I announced the reintroduction of triennial funding 
for small business centres, subject to the usual checks and balances.  This will give the management committees 
stronger negotiating positions for leases on property and vehicles and provide for more competitive employment 
conditions. 
I take this opportunity to give special recognition to the hundreds of individuals, committee members and others 
who volunteer their time and expertise to support and encourage small business operators through the small 
business centre network.  Every small business centre is unique; it is tailored specifically to local conditions, 
local industries and the needs of the region.  The metropolitan centres have different challenges from those in 
country areas, but all are operated and administered in a very practical and professional way. 

Since the 2004-05 review, in which some changes were made to districts and areas covered, the network has 
gone from strength to strength.  Following this realignment, the results have been extremely gratifying.  For the 
calendar year of 2006, the centres have collectively conducted a total of 27 165 client sessions, assisting 1 553 
new business start-ups.  From these new businesses, it is estimated that over 3 300 new jobs have been created, 
which is a fantastic outcome, particularly for rural and regional centres.  I acknowledge the considerable efforts 
shown by our small business centre teams and I am looking forward to continued success in future years. 
 


